War on Weeds — Weeds are Everybody’s Problem
THE ISSUE: Common burdock

Common burdock (Arctium minus) is a biennial native to
Europe that was accidentally introduced into the U.S. in the
1600’s. It invades roadsides, ditches, pastures, waste
areas, forested areas and other sites (it prefers fertile,
moist soil but can survive in a variety of conditions). Its
Velcro-like seed heads attach easily to clothing and
animals, allowing them to be transported great distances.
Burs can be extremely difficult to remove when they N4 W
become matted in wool and hair. §

Common burdock has a unique appearance, growing up to
7 feet tall. After germination it forms large rosettes that
bolt during the second year. Rosette leaves can be up to
18 inches long, are triangle shaped, with margins that are
wavy or toothed. Upper leaves found on stems are smaller
than rosette leaves. Flowers are purplish pink in color and
are often found in clusters. Seed heads are typically 3/4
inches in diameter and have spiny bracts that act as
Velcro, allowing them to stick to clothing, hair and wool.
Common burdock is a prolific seed producer, a single
plant can produce approximately 15,000 seeds.
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Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Options:

e Prevention — Learn to identify this plant. Never transport unknown plant material. Make sure
to inspect and remove burs from animals and clothing after leaving infested areas.

e Mechanical — Hand digging or pulling can be effective on small infestations, but common
burdock has a stout taproot making it difficult. The whole root needs to be removed, or
plants may re-sprout. Tillage can effectively control seedlings. Mowing or cutting plants down
before they produce seed can be an effective control strategy, but it may require multiple
treatments.

e Cultural — Plant competitive beneficial vegetation. Use management practices that will
benefit desirable vegetation.

e Chemical — There are several herbicide active ingredients available for use on common
burdock. For more information visit https://pnwhandbooks.org/weed then search
“burdock”. Always read and follow herbicide label directions!
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