
Idaho Forest Prac  ces Act Rule Summaries
IFPA - Stream Protec  on Zones

Rule 010.41. Ordinary High Water Mark. That mark on all water courses, which will be found by examining the beds and 
banks and ascertaining where the presence and acƟ on of waters are so common and usual, and so long conƟ nued in all 
ordinary years as to mark upon the soil a character disƟ nct from that of the abuƫ  ng upland, in respect to vegetaƟ on, as 
that condiƟ on exists on the eff ecƟ ve date of this chapter, or as it may naturally change thereaŌ er. 

Rule 010.60.c. Class I Stream Protec  on Zone means the 
area encompassed by a slope distance of seventy-fi ve (75) 
feet on each side of the ordinary high water marks.  

d. Class II Stream Protec  on Zone means the area 
encompassed by a minimum slope distance of thirty (30) 
feet on each side of the ordinary high water marks. For 
Class II streams that do not contribute surface fl ow into 
Class I streams, provide soil stabilizaƟ on and water fi ltering 
eff ects by leaving undisturbed soils in widths suffi  cient to 
prevent washing of sediment. In no case shall this width 
be less than fi ve (5) feet slope distance on each side of the 
ordinary high water marks.

FROM: Barkley et al., 2015. Idaho Forestry Best Management Prac  ces Field Guide: Using BMPs to Protect Water Quality. BulleƟ n 
891, University of Idaho Extension, Moscow, ID.


